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Warrant 
For the Special Town Meeting 

August 27, 2018 
 
 
TO THE CONSTABLE OF THE TOWN OF NAHANT: 
 
GREETINGS: 
 In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby required forthwith to warn the 
inhabitants of the Town of Nahant, qualified as the law directs, to assemble at the Town Hall, 334 Nahant Road, 
Nahant for a Special Town Meeting on Monday the 27th day of August, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. then and there to act 
on Articles appearing on the Warrant.   
 
 
ARTICLE 1:  (Prior Year bills) To see if the Town will authorize the payment of prior Fiscal Year bills, or 
take any other action relative thereto. 
 
RECOMMENDED 
The Town has been asked to pay a bill that was not processed prior to the end of the fiscal year 
ending on June 30th, 2017. Under the laws of the Commonwealth, a previous fiscal year’s bill 
cannot be paid, except by a vote of Town Meeting. A bill has been submitted for the printing of the 
2017 town election ballots in the amount of $852.06.  As the town is responsible for paying the 
invoice, the Advisory and Finance Committee recommends that the voters of the Special Town 
Meeting approve this expenditure.  
 
ARTICLE 2.  (Citizens' Petition) (Sale of Town owned land) To see if the town of Nahant will vote to convey, 
transfer, or sell pursuant, to MGL Chapter 30B, a portion of Town owned land, located on the northwest end of 
Bay View Ave, also formly known as Bay Street, as identified on the attached certified plot plan prepared by 
Ralph Reid on 10/26/2017 and measuring 235 squard feet. (As petitioned for and by Elizabeth Kelley and 117 
other registered voters certified by the Town Clerk.) 
 
RECOMMENDED 
The Advisory & Finance Committee recommends passage of this Citizens’ Petition.  The Petitioner has presented 
the issue to the Advisory & Finance Committee and the Committee voted unanimously to move this article 
forward to a vote of the Special Town Meeting.  After a vote in the affirmative by the Special Town Meeting the 
issue will be forwarded to the Town Owned Land Study Committee who will review and recommend to the Board 
of Selectman a price for selling the land.  This vote is the first step in the process to move towards selling this 
piece of land to the Petitioner.  Once all of these procedural actions are complete the Petitioner may then purchase 
the land from the Town after a vote of the Board of Selectman.   
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ARTICLE 3.    (Citizens' Petition)  (Wetlands Protection Bylaw)  “The purpose of this by-law is to protect the 
wetlands, water resources, and adjoining land areas in Nahant by controlling activities deemed by the 
Conservation Commission likely to have a significant or cumulative effect upon resource area values, including 
but not limited to the following: public or private water supply, groundwater, flood control, erosion and 
sedimentation control, storm damage prevention including coastal storm flowage, water quality, water pollution 
control, fisheries, shellfish, land containing shellfish, wildlife habitat, rare species habitat, including rare plant 
species, agriculture, aquaculture, recreation, and aesthetic values deemed important to the community  
(collectively the "resource area values protected by this by-law").  This by-law is intended to utilize the Home 
Rule authority of this municipality to protect additional resource areas, for additional values, with additional 
standards and procedures stricter than those of the Wetlands Protection Act (G.L. ch. 131, s.40) and Regulations 
thereunder (310 CMR 10.00).* (As petitioned for and by Michelle S. Capano and 245 other registered voters 
certified by the Town Clerk.) 
 
*A copy of the proposed Bylaw as referenced in this Article and submitted with this Citizens' Petition is on file in 
the Town Clerk's Office and available for review during regular business hours of Town Hall. 
 
RECOMMENDED 
The Advisory & Finance Committee recommends this Wetlands By-Law by a vote of 3 in favor of 
recommendation and 3 abstentions.  Those voting to recommend looked to the Town being able to establish 
regulations to protect environmentally sensitive coastal wetlands where State regulations are now lacking, plus 
noted the positive experience of many other coastal Massachusetts cities and towns with similar by-laws.  The 
abstainers stated they did not sufficiently understand all the by-law entails.  All of the Finance Committee 
acknowledge the important role wetlands play in ecology, conservation and global climate regulation. 
  
The Finance Committee urges you to read the statements from proponents of the proposed by-law (below), the 
proposed by-law (See Appendix 1), ATTEND THE SPECIAL TOWN MEETING ON AUGUST 27 and 
participate in what will be a lively conversation, then vote your conscience in the democratic tradition of our 
Town. 
 
SUPPORTING STATEMENT SUBMITTED BY THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
SUBMITTED BY KRISTIN KENT, VICE CHAIR 
The Conservation Commission is pleased to express its support for the Wetlands Protection Bylaw 
which we’ve proposed in coordination with Nahant S.W.I.M.  
 
The Commission is encouraged by the support for the bylaw shown by the Planning Board and 
Zoning Board of Appeals, indicating the importance of the proposed environmental protections.  
 
The storm events of the last year have underscored the fragility of Nahant’s unique ecosystem. As 
we face an increase in the frequency and intensity of storm events in future years, Nahant needs 
strong environmental regulations with which to protect itself. Protecting the Town's wetlands and 
floodplain will help minimize the impact of flooding and storm events in years to come.  
 
SUPPORTING STATEMENT SUBMITTED BY S.W.I.M. 
SUBMITTED BY VI PATEK, PRESIDENT  
Nahant S.W.I.M. Inc. strongly supports adoption of the new Wetlands Protection Bylaw which we proposed in 
tandem with the Nahant Conservation Commission.  We are proud to be standing alongside the Planning Board 
and the Board of Appeals in this position. 
 
At the moment Nahant does not have adequate protection for its natural environment.  This bylaw would give 
strength to our Conservation Commission’s duties of protecting our environment.  Although it is not always 
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obvious, all elements of our environment are connected to one another, both natural and man made.  As the 
famous quotation expresses so succinctly:  “When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds it attached to the 
rest of the world.”   - John Muir     
 
Our island environment is fragile as we are surrounded by the powerful ocean.  We have witnessed the ravages 
by severe storms this year.  We have experienced extensive flooding of our low lands and roads.  We fear future 
disturbance of our shores, surrounding waters, fisheries, wildlife and open spaces.   
 
As individuals we cannot protect the beauty and future of our town, but we can join together as a strong family 
in strengthening our Conservation Commission and our Town to help preserve our beautiful home for all the 
generations who will follow us when we are gone. 



 

APPENDIX 1 

Proposed Wetlands By-Law 

This Appendix shows the Wetlands By-Law Proposed by the Citizens Petition in 
Article 3. 

 

























APPENDIX 2 

 

MAPS SHOWING THE AREAS IMPACTED BY THE PROPOSED 
WETLANDS BY-LAW 

 
 
 

*Maps were provided by S.WI.M. a proponent of this Wetlands by-law after requests 
made by the Advisory & Finance Committee 
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APPENDIX 3 

 

FLOW CHART SHOWING HOW TO INTERPRET WHAT ACTION IS 
NEEDED FOR NEWLY EFFECTED PROPERTIES 

 
 

* The flow chart  in this appendix was provided by S.WI.M., a proponent of this 
Wetlands by-law, after requests made by the Advisory & Finance Committee 

 



Guide to Nahant’s Wetland Protection Bylaw for Property Owners 

Start Here 

 

  Partially or uncertain         Yes 

 

                 No 

  

                           If not a                                                                  Yes 
                           Wetland 
 
 
 

  If it is a wetland 

     If determination is negative 

 

 

       I’m not sure 

      No 

 

 

 

 If determination is positive  

Will the project take place in a Wetland 
Resource Area? 

 Refer to map of estimated wetlands. Is 
the location highlighted? 

 

NO FILING OF A NOTICE 
OF INTENT WITH 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION 
REQUIRED, PROCEED 

WITH PROJECT 

Is it an exempt activity, such 
as, maintenance of existing 
lawns, trees or landscape; 
repair or maintenance of  an 
existing structure or building; 
planting of native trees, 
shrubs or groundcover; 
removal of trees or planting 
of turf lawn (unless an 
adverse impact to the 
wetland); or a “minor 
activity” as defined in the 
state regulations? 

 

File a Notice of 
Intent with the 
Conservation 
Commission. 

 

Submit a Request For a 
Determination of 

Applicability with the 
Conservation 
Commission. 

Contact the 
Conservation 

Commission for 
a determination. 

 

Return to 
Start 



NOTES 

  



Nahant Town Hall
334 Nahant Road
Nahant, MA 01908
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